
The Vocational Training situation in Catalonia

Conclusions regarding students

Course subjects with the highest percentage of students enrolled
Percentage of students enrolled according to course subject (10 most frequent categories)

Differences between men and women in the choice of course subjects
Percentage of students enrolled according to course subject: most frequent categories among men

Percentage of students enrolled according to course subject: most frequent categories among women

263,487
Students

3,441
Teachers

457
Schools

Distribution 
according  
to type of 

school

Auxiliary nursing

Microcomputer systems and networks

Auxiliary nursing

6.65
Microcomputer systems and networks

Vehicle electromechanics

Early childhood education

6.10
Administrative management

Social and sports education and recreation

Administration and finances

5.31
Administration and finances

Administrative management

Care of people with special needs

5.25
Early childhood education

Administration and finances

Administrative management

4.78
Care of people with special needs

Development of multi-platform applications

Social integration

3.59
Social and sports education and recreation

Network and computer systems administration

Oral and dental hygiene

3.35
Social integration

Electrical and automatic installations

Pharmacy / health and beauty

3.29
Vehicle electromechanics

Automotive technology 

Make-up and beauty therapy

3.04
Oral and dental hygiene

Development of web applications

Hairdressing

2.53

5.74

5.34

2.95

4.33

2.76

3.14

2.34

3.00

2.11

2.97

1.97

2.54

1.79

2.24

1.78

1.35

1.58

1.26

1.49

1.40

Main conclusions after analysing the population of four academic years:

63.6%  
at state schools

■■ Average age higher than the age expected 
(intermediate certificate course 20.6 and 
higher certificate course 23.8 years).

■■ Higher % of women in the older age 
groups.

■■ More men repeaters than women (17.7% vs. 
16.6%).

■■ Higher % of women in Health and Social 
and cultural Services. 

■■ Higher % of men in Computer studies and 
communications and in Transport and vehicle 
maintenance. 

■■ Lack of predominance of blended or 
distance education.

■■ Lack of predominance of dual VT (4.46% of 
total students, of whom 59.9% are men). 

■■ 12% of students are foreigners (from 2.5% to 
17.3%, depending on course group).

23.5%  
at subsidised  

private schools

12.9%  
at non-subsidised 

private schools
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Academic performance
The final grades achieved by women are higher than those of men, in both intermediate and higher 
certificate courses. In fact, the average final grade in the intermediate certificate course for men 
is 6.6, whereas for women it is 7.0; and for the higher certificate course the average final grades 
are 7.0 and 7.4, respectively. 

Conclusions regarding Dual Vocational Training
Percentage (%) of students enrolled in the dual modality, by professional family

Variables that have a positive effect on 
achieving a VT qualification:

Variables that have a positive effect on 
achieving a higher grade:

Physical and sporting 
activities
Administration  
and management

Food industries

Agrarian

Graphic arts

Commerce and marketing

Building and civil works

Electricity and electronics

Energy and water

Mechanical manufacturing

Wood, furniture and cork

Hotel and tourism

Personal image

Image and sound

Extractive industries 

Computer studies  
and communications

Installation and maintenance

Maritime and fishing

Chemistry

Health

Safety and the environment

Sociocultural/community 
studies
Transport and vehicle 
maintenance
Textiles, dressmaking  
and leather

1.4
1.5

0.3
0.1

8.7
9.4

14.0
15.9

5.8
9.6

7.6
7.8

10.8
10.4

2.2
3.0

5.8
4.7

6.7
7.2

10.0
7.6

4.0
6.4

0.0
0.0

7.7
7.6

3.4
4.5

4.4
2.6

3.6
3.5

5.8
7.0

1.2
1.5

11.2
11.4

1.9
3.0

1.3
1.1

9.9
5.3

Percentage of grade repeaters according to course subject
Distribution of grade repeaters according to professional family

Hotel and tourism

Administration & management

23.4
23.4

22.8
20.1

19.1
18.8
18.6
18.4

17.8
17.8

17.4
17.2

16.2
16.2

16.1
16.0
15.9

15.2
13.9
13.9

11.8
10.9

10.8
10.6

Food industries 

Agrarian

Health

Building and civil works

Computer studies & communic.

Textiles, dressmaking & leather

Electricity and electronics

Wood, furniture and cork

Transp. & vehicle maintenance

Image and sound

Mining industries

Maritime and fishing

Chemistry

Graphic arts

Safety and the environment

Sociocultural/commun. studies

Energy and water

Commerce and marketing

Mechanical manufacturing

Physical and sports activities

Installation and maintenance

Personal image

■■ Being a woman
■■ Spanish nationality
■■ Younger age
■■ On-site training

■■ Public school and 
subsidised private 
school

■■ Taking Dual VT

■■ Being a woman
■■ Spanish nationality
■■ Older age
■■ Not repeating grades

■■ On-site training
■■ Public school
■■ Taking Dual VT

35.0
46.2
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45.5 anys
Average age

5.5% 
supply  

teachers

46.2 anys
Average age

7% 
supply  

teachers

Businesses in Catalonia: labour needs for 2030
Main results from a survey focusing on representative businesses from two major sectors with 
future demand: the social and health care sector, and the technology sector, to find out their 
forecasts with a view to labour needs for the year 2030.

Degree of satisfaction with work experience

Conclusions regarding the teachers Percentage of most necessary occupations for 2030

Computer programmers

Illustrators/graphic artists

67.7

65.2

59.5

51.3

41.1

41.1

36.7

34.2

25.3

22.8

24.7

21.5

19.6

17.7

15.2

14.6

13.3

3.8

Science technicians

Other health care technicians

IT operations technicians

Public admin support services prof

Elec./telecom. installers/repairers

Audiovisual/radio/telecom technicians

Health technicians (lab./tests/prosth.)

Administrative assistants

Quality control technicians

Legal/social services professionals

Nursing auxiliaries

Carers

Personal treatments at home

Alternative therapies practitioners

Pharma/emerg./treatment technicians

Drivers

High average degree of satisfaction 
with work experience from both 
students (8.7-9.2, depending on 
course group) and businesses (8.2-
9.3, depending on course group).

Students with better academic 
performance obtain greater 
satisfaction from the work 
experience and a better evaluation 
from the businesses. Most valued skills, in addition to 

technical skills: teamwork and 
communication.

Occupations that are considered 
most and least necessary for 2030.

52.5%  
Women

47.5%  
Men
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